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Questioning Custody
[W]e tended to be...preoccupied with our own gardens, 

and too little aware of the larger historical and social 

landscape that surrounded us...

Our custodial ethos also has made us excessively 

proprietary toward our holdings, and, though the 

technology for resource sharing has long been available, 

this attitude has hindered our enjoyment of its benefits. 

– Gerald Ham 1981



Postcustodial Theory of  Archives

“The idea that archivists will no longer physically 

acquire and maintain records, but that they will 

provide management oversight for records that will 

remain in the custody of the record creators.”

– Society of American Archivists



Postcustodial Theory in Practice

• Digital capture process occurs on-site

• Description applied locally and in local language(s)

• Digital copies transported to UT

• Access conditions determined by partner organizations

• Methods of access determined jointly by partners and HRDI



 Collection development + increasing value of collection 

 Cross-campus collaborative relationships

 Recruitment

 Research / teaching opportunities

Strategic Implications of  Post-Custodial 

Model in Research Libraries



HRDI’s Partners

• Free Burma Rangers (Southeast Asia)

• Kigali Genocide Memorial Centre (Kigali, Rwanda)

• Museo de la Palabra y la Imagen (San Salvador, El Salvador)

• Texas After Violence Project (Austin, Texas, USA)

• WITNESS (Brooklyn, New York, USA)



















































Primeros Libros de las Américas: 

Digital Collaboration to Facilitate 

New World Patrimony











Contact

T-Kay Sangwand – sangwand@austin.utexas.edu

Kent Norsworthy – k.norsworthy@austin.utexas.edu

HRDI: http://lib.utexas.edu/hrdi

AHPN: http://ahpn.lib.utexas.edu/
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