INTEGRATING THE CLASSROOM
AND THE DIGITIZATION CENTER:
AN INNOVATIVE APPROACH

Eric S. Ames
Curator of Digital Collections
Baylor University



Background on the Course

- 2010 graduate of MST grad program
- Curator of Digital Collections — Electronic Library
- Taught MST 1300, spring 2012

- Questions raised by professionals in the field,
networking at conferences

- Proposed course during summer 2012, approval
and planning fall 2012



The Museum Studies Program
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Aimed at preparing
students for jobs in field
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The Riley Digitization Center

- Opened in 2008
- Wide range of scanners

- Serves all campus
libraries, museums,
archives
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The Students

- 15 graduate students

- Variety of undergraduate
backgrounds

- Survey: some to no
experience scanning,
marketing
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The Project

- Curate, digitize, describe and promote materials
- Recelve training in multiple technologies

- Explore theory behind technology and outreach
technigues

- Keep conditions as “real world” as possible
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Logistics

- Choosing a topic:
World War |

- Finding source materials
- Creating teams

- Finding balance b/t
lectures and scanning










Uncharted Waters
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- Calming fears

- How do we define
success?




Inal Results

« 79 di g ital items created ﬂ..l BAY LOR | e Great War: ABaylor University Museum Studies Exhibition
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distinct exhibit
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- Marketing plans
. = About this collection

® I I a-l l S_OI I tra.l I I I I lg World War | - or "The Great War," to those who lived through it - shaped the lives of countless people
around the workd from the ope=ning salvos of 1914 untl the armistics of November 11, 1914, Trench
warfere, poisun gas, the machine gun, sirglane-besed bombings end more were the most visible and

- longest-lasting effects of the war, out just as important were its Impacts on more commonplace aspects
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This axhibition was curated, digitizad and enhancad by tha stugents of Musaum Studies 5327
Technology and Outreach in Museurns as a means of investigating the war's impact on three major
alements of American |ife: its impact on religion, pogular culture in the form of sheet music, and the
diract impact on the city of Waco, Texas via the Unitaed States military's presance there from 1917-1918,
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Fear of technology
guelled
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What This Means For Us

The Baylor University Libraries Digital

Collections Blog - Quir first entry into
i BE [ui Jowele, oL Integrating projects and
academia

- Testing our logistical
management

- 15 new “apostles”™?

- Higher profile with
faculty on campus

The Digitization Projects Group moved 2uto our curreet digs - the Riley Digitization
Cs in October 2008, Sinoe that e, we've groen 1o staff of five full-time
cxmployees, four graduate sssistants and wp to ten undergraduste stodent workes ot any

- Source of PR for group



| essons Learned

- Discomfort is universal

- A smaller group next
time

- Even explicit instructions
can be confusing

- Quality control
challenges
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Connect With Us

- See the exhibition:

- Follow us on Facebook:
- Read our blog:

- Email anytime:


http://digitalcollections.baylor.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/el-mst-wwi
http://www.facebook.com/baylordigitalcollections
http://blogs.baylor.edu/digitalcollections
mailto:eric_ames@baylor.edu

