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ACQUISITION



Arrival of the Gabriel García Márquez papers

December 2014







48 original letters 

to friend and 

journalist 

Plinio Mendoza



El Coronel no tiene quien le escriba [No One Writes to the Colonel] 



El general en su laberinto

[The General in His 

Labyrinth] 

Containing revisions by 

Gabriel García Márquez



The original nine-page 

prologue of 

“Doce Cuentos 

Peregrinos” 

[Strange Pilgrims: 

Twelve Stories] 





Gabriel García Márquez 

Papers



Preliminary Inventory

40 record center cartons:

Manuscript drafts of published 

and unpublished works

Books

Research material

43 photograph albums

22 scrapbooks

Correspondence

Clippings

Notebooks

Screenplays

Printed material

Ephemera

Transferred:

Bound volumes

Commercial audio tapes

Unpublished audio tapes

Moving image (VHS and DVDs)

Computer disks

5 Computers

2 Typewriters

Restricted:

Bank statements

Credit card information



Arrangement

I. Literary Activities

A. Long Works

B. Short Works

C. Film and Theater

II. Photographs and Scrapbooks

A. Photograph Albums

B. Scrapbooks

III. Correspondence

A. Incoming Correspondence

B. Outgoing Correspondence

IV. Personal and Career Related





Finding Aid - English and Spanish









CONSERVATION



Conservation and Preservation Division

Inspection

Condition assessment

Photography

Paper

Books

Conservation Treatments

Photography

Environmental Conditions

Photograph by Pete Smith



Inspection

Mold | Insects | Harmful Deterioration Products

Several departments:

Conservation+Preservation

Archives Cataloging

Acquisitions

Interns +Volunteers + Work Studies

Photographs by Pete Smith



Condition Assessment

Alongside cataloging

Paper (1 project)

Scrapbook: Pages attached to each other

“Crónica sobre El Amor en los Tiempos del 

Cólera”

Books (4 projects)

Additions: Sticky notes

Mold Removal

Prep. for digitization

Photography (9 projects: 161 photographs)

From 1930s to 2014

Silver gelatin prints | Chromogenic prints |

Digital Prints Photographs by Martin do Nascimento



Conservation Treatments

Cataloging

Training and assistance:

Remove photographs from albums

Individual housing

Photographs by 

Daniela Lozano



Conservation Treatments

Photography: 1930s - 2014

Silver gelatin prints | Chromogenic prints | Digital Prints

9 projects - 161 photographs

I. ‘Magnetic’ albums: 3 Albums - 148 photographs

II.Loose album pages: 8 photographs

Deteriorated adhesives + Harmful plastics

I. Single prints: 5 photographs

Cracks (separation) of emulsion and baryta

Paper tears and delamination

Pinholes

Fingerprints



Conservation Treatments - Before and After

Removed from album pages + Adhesive cleaning + Photo I.D + Housing

Before Treatment After Treatment



Removed from album pages + Adhesive cleaning

Conservation Treatments - Before and After

Before Treatment After Treatment



Conservation Treatments - Before and After

Emulsion consolidation:

Before Treatment After Treatment



Scrapbooks



PHOTOGRAPHS



Plinio Mendoza
Journalist, writer, diplomat

Gabo and Plinio

Plinio and Mercedes



Bill Clinton
U.S. President, 1993-2001



Fidel 

Castro
Prime Minister 

and President 

of Cuba, 1959-

2008



BORN-DIGITAL



Digital media formats

• 53 floppy disks (3.5 inch)

• 5 Zip disks

• 5 compact discs

• 5 computers (3 hard drives)

• 2 SuperDisks



Macintosh Plus (2) Macintosh IIcx Power Mac G4

PowerBook G4



Living to Tell the Tale





Student screenplays



Forensic tools

FTK Imager Guymager Write blockers

Forensic duplicator
DROID

Hex editors





What we know and what we don’t know...



Access

• On-site access only

• Locked down laptop (wi-fi and ports disabled)

• Read-only permissions

• Descriptions in finding aid

• Usage tracking and researcher requests via Aeon

• File format agnostic viewing tools (Quick View Plus, XnView, 
LibreOffice)



Gabriel García 

Márquez Online 

Archives



Two CONTENTdm Collections



English and Spanish Metadata

• Title

• Alternative title

• Creator

• Date

• Description

• Subject 

• Genre 

• Language

• Format 

• Extent

• Digital Object Type 

• Physical Collection

• Collection Area

• Título

• Título alternativo

• Creador

• Fecha

• Descripción

• Palabras clave

• Género literario

• Idioma

• Tipo de recurso

• Extensión

• Tipo de recurso digital 

• Colección material

• Área de colección



• Collection Description

• Repository

• Rights

• Call Number 

• Series

• Identifier 

• English Language Finding Aid

• Spanish Language Finding Aid

• Descripción de la colección

• Repositorio

• Derechos

• Código de referencia

• Serie

• Identificador

• Documento descriptivo en 

inglés

• Documento descriptivo en 

español



Spanish Metadata

• Daniela Lozano, Diana Diaz, Carla Alvarez (Benson, Latin@ Studies 

Archivist), Theresa Polk (Benson, archivist, Latin American Digital 

Initiatives)

• Library of Congress Subject Headings (ES): http://lcsh-

es.org/sources.html

• National Library of Mexico (Catalogo de Autoridades): 

http://catalogo.iib.unam.mx/F/-/?func=find-b-0&local_base=bnm10

http://lcsh-es.org/sources.html
http://catalogo.iib.unam.mx/F/-/?func=find-b-0&local_base=bnm10






50th anniversary of One Hundred Years of Solitude
Anniversary collection: 

http://hrc.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15878coll80#nav_top

http://hrc.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15878coll80#nav_top

