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1. Online submission by 
the student 

 
2. Management by the 

grad office 
 

3. Publication to an 
institutional repository  

The basics 



TDL: Why 
Vireo? 

• Support transition from print to 
digital scholarship 

• Expose graduate scholarship to 
global audience 

• Use ETDs as a first step to 
building institutional repositories 

• Create a federated Texas ETD 
Repository 



Early days 

 

 

 

 

2006-7 

Early 
development 

with IMLS 
funding 

2008-9 

First 
deployments 

2010 

Open-source 
release 

2012 

Development 
and release of 
Vireo 1.8 and 

2.0 



Where We Are Today 

• 7 member institutions using Vireo 

• Non-TDL members have successfully deployed 
Vireo (University of Illinois, Rice, etc.) 

• Growing open-source community since 2010 

• Two new versions released in 2012 

 

 

 

 



Vireo and  the TDL 

Service 
provider 

• Hosted installations 

• Training 

• Organizational 
support 

Develop-
ment 

partner 

• From sole “owner” 
to partner 

Community 
hub 

• Vireo Users Group 

• Point-of-contact 



Formed in 2010 as 
users group  

associated with Texas 
Digital Library 

Users Group 



Mission 

• Gather and prioritize constituent needs to 
guide the future development of the Vireo ETD 
Submission and Management System.  

• Provide avenues for the exchange of 
information about Vireo development, needs 
and utilization. 

 

 

 

 



Roles 

• Vireo User Group will lead software 
development of the core development group,  

• Institutions may submit enhancements for 
review by the VUG for inclusion.   

• Developers may take on the completion of 
enhancements on the list provided by the 
VUG.  Communication between developers will 
be considered VUG activity. 

 

 

 

 



Roles 

Under the supervision of the Vireo Users Group, 
the TDL will act as the home location for the 
Vireo codebase.  The TDL will manage code, etc… 
provided by volunteer committers  from any 
institution who wish to participate in the 
maintenance and enhancements of Vireo. 



Organization 

• Steering Committee 

• TDL Representatives 

• User Group Members 

• Product Owner 
 

 

 

 



Steering 
Committee 

Co-Chairs 

• Laura Hammons, 
Director, Thesis Office, 
Office of Graduate 
Studies, Texas A&M 
University 

• Stephanie Larrison, 
Electronic Resources 
Librarian, Texas State 
University 
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Steering 
Committee 

Members 

• Billie Peterson-Lugo, 
Director, Resources and 
Collection Management, 
Baylor University 

• Amy Rushing, Metadata 
Librarian, The University 
of Texas at Austin 

• Mark Zulauf, Thesis 
Coordinator, Graduate 
College, University of 
Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign 
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Activities & Resources 

• Annual Meetings 

• VUG & Developers Listservs 

• VUG Blog: http://blogs.tdl.org/vireo/ 

• TDL Info & Documentation: http://tdl.org/etds/ 

http://blogs.tdl.org/vireo/


Annual Meeting 
May 23, 2012 



VUG & Developer Listservs 



Blog 



TDL Info & Documentation 



Open Source Development 



Why Vireo? 

• Flexibility vs. Limitations 

– It’s not just for dissertations 

– It’s not just for review 

– It’s not just for deposit 

– One size fits most, but not 
[yet] all 

• Open Source vs. TDL 
Hosted 

• Pro-Quest mandatory vs. 
optional 

 

  



Vireo History 

2008                2009                2010                  2011                2012                          2013  

DSpace Independent 



New Features - Vireo 1.8  

• Drastically improved performance 

• Customizable columns display 

• Customizable filter display 

• Support for international characters 

• UI improvements for admin tabs 



New Features - Vireo 1.9  

• Point release indented primarily for TAMU 

• Batch status update 

• Lots of bug fixes 

• Improved logging 



New 
Features 

 
Vireo 2.0 

• New Fields 

• New Functions 

• New Settings 



New Fields 

• Language 

• Subjects 

• Published Material 

• Defense Date 

• Program 



New Fields - Cont 

• Dynamic Committee Member Role Types 

• Administrative & Source Files 

• Reviewer Notes 

• Institutional Identifier 

 



New Functions 

• ProQuest Export 

• Remove items individually from filter lists 

• Batch send email to students 

• Batch assign submissions 

• Batch status change 

 



New Settings 

• ProQuest settings 

• Bulk updates 

• Toggle all fields: Disabled, Optional, Required 

• Customize field labels 

• Customize field help text & sticky notes 

• Degree codes 

 



Development 
Perspectives 

• Easier to install 

• Easier to get running 

• Technology is more 
approachable 

 

 

• Get involved 

• Join us on github 



Get Involved! 


