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MSU Libraries OER Program
o Formally launched in October 2019
o Full-time librarian leading the program
o OER Team: 
oPublishing Coordinator for print-on-demand services
oPublishing Assistant and Copy Editor
oAccessibility Coordinator and Editor
oStudent employees

o OER Award Program – $50K/annual fund
o Institutional member of the Open Education Network (OEN)



OER Program Goals
• Reduce educational costs for students.
• Encourage and support the adoption, adaptation, or 

creation of OER and other free and low-cost materials as 
a textbook alternative.

• Provide technical support for instructors to implement 
OER in courses.

• Empower instructors to engage in new pedagogical 
models that leverage the affordances of OER and open 
education.



• Finding, discovery, and curation of appropriate OER.
• Technology and platform to support adopting, adapting, and creating 

OER course content.
• Professional development opportunities, both on-campus and online.
• Training for faculty and staff on OER, open licensing, open textbook 

publishing, and OER-enabled pedagogy.
• Networking across institutions to advance open educational practices.
• Provide opportunities for recognition, research, and publication related to 

OER.

Services We Offer



OER Adoptions



OER Award Program
An incentive program for instructors that 

encourages and supports the use of openly-
licensed materials as a pathway to increase student 

success.

https://lib.msu.edu/OERAwardProgram/





OER Award Program for Faculty
• Total award amount for AY 2019-2020: $26,500

• Anticipated savings for one academic year – 
$287,475 

• Total award amount for AY 2020-2021: $28,500
• Anticipated savings for one academic year – 

$363,590 



OER Award Program for Faculty
• Total award amount for AY 2021-2022: $28,500

• Anticipated savings for one academic year – 
$245,760 

Call for proposals for AY 2022-2023 will open 
October 15, 2023



https://openbooks.lib.msu.edu
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OER Accessibility Evaluation 
Process• MSU Libraries accessibility 

team generates 
accessibility evaluation 
based on MSU OER 
Accessibility Checklist.

• Evaluation is passed along 
to MSU Libraries OER & 
Publishing Team – they 
resolve issues that they're 
able to.





OER Accessibility – Lessons & Tips
• Review OER Accessibility Checklist/Requirements
• Be aware of common OER Accessibility Issues:

• Video & Audio: Captions, Transcripts, Scripts
• Images
• Captions, alternative-text, descriptions in text
• Figures, Tables, etc.
• Language must be identified & switched if going between languages



Accessibility Support
• Created based on commonly found 

errors in previous OER awarded 
books

• Keeping accessibility in mind from the 
start helps everyone

• This is not a comprehensive list; if 
using lots of links, images, videos, 
etc., faculty can reach out and we can 
provide further tips



Accessibility Support
Parsing Accessibility Reports
• Errors: must fix (e.g., empty or out 

of order headings, color contrast 
errors)

• Alerts: fix if possible (for example, 
we won't address an alert that 
indicates a link to a YouTube video)



How We Help OER Authors
• Identify appropriate color 

contrast for graphic elements 
(not all options offered in 
Pressbooks are accessible)

• Language tags: please 
incorporate as you go if 
applicable, but we can offer 
support



OER Textbook Publishing
• Pressbooks Reading Platform: https://openbooks.lib.msu.edu/

• Easy to access and navigate
• Read online or download as EPUB, MOBI, PDF,
• Physical copies available via Publishing Services print on demand.

• Services for OER award authors
• Pressbooks formatting &

assign ISBNs (Julie)
• Editing & style consistency (Joshua)
• Accessibility (Chandlee)
• Cover design (Student)

https://openbooks.lib.msu.edu/


Publishing Services 
• Print on demand for 

paperback books & booklets
• Publishing consultations
• File formatting & conversion
• Book design workshops
• OER publishing support

https://lib.msu.edu/publish/



Publishing Services Student Contributions

• Cover Designs
• LaTeX formatting
• Pressbooks formatting
• Accessibility fixes
• Book print production



Print-on-demand at Publishing Services
• Book & booklet printing

• Departmental pricing at production cost (paid on university 
accounts):
• $2.02 base + $0.025 per page + $0.035 per color page
• Example: 300 page book with 50 pages in color = $11.27

• Non-departmental pricing (calculator: 
https://lib.msu.edu/publish/calculate/)
• $8.00 base + $0.025 per page + $0.10 per color page
• Example: 300 page book with 50 pages in color = $20.50

https://lib.msu.edu/publish/calculate/


OER Editing Services
Perspective & Approach

• Subject area expert vs language expert
• Idea and concept clarity
• Use of syntax



OER Editing Services
Copyediting & Proofreading

• Grammar
• Punctuation
• Spelling
• Style & Conformity (CMS, APA, MLA, ACS, AMA)
• Redundant/Awkward Phrasing



OER Editing Services

Consultations & Queries
• Clarity and consistency of voice
• Flow and “wordiness”
• Cultural implications of language use
• Author/editor dialogue
• Feedback
• Optional/Suggested changes



OER Style Guide
• Uniformity across OER 

catalog
• Readability
• Consistency
• Style conformity



Questions?
• Regina Gong, gongregi@msu.edu, 

@drgong on Twitter
• Julie Taylor, taylorjk@msu.edu
• Joshua Newman, newman36@msu.edu
• Chandlee Marcyk-Taylor, tayl1076@msu.edu
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