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Agenda:

● The Spencer project

● Re-examining the workflow

● Implementing OpenRefine

● Other uses for OpenRefine in 
digital collections



Spencer American Popular Sheet Music Project



Spencer American Popular Sheet Music Project

Project started in 1999

TexTreasures Grant to digitize 1,000 pieces

Descriptive metadata loaded into ILS

Static HTML was programmatically generated and placed on server



Spencer American Popular Sheet Music Project



Spencer American Popular Sheet Music Project



Spencer American Popular Sheet Music Project





MARC





Creating a new project 

● Rename and reorder MARC 
fields

● Join values

● Split values

● Re-format dates

● Remove unnecessary 
punctuation, delimiters, etc.

● Add new fields for the digital 
collection



Renaming columns

Columns are the primary 
units of interaction. The 
drop down menu of 
functions at the column 
level allows us to rename, 
reorder, or transform 
columns.

Column names must 
exactly match our CDM 
field names in order for 
upload the metadata.

MARC 100 → Composer



Re-ordering columns

Columns must also 
exactly match the order 
that the corresponding 
fields appear in our 
CONTENTdm collection.
Once all the fields have 
been re-named, they can 
be re-ordered under the 
All columns menu.



Joining Values

Transform data with 
Google Refine 
Expression Language 
(GREL)

Joining the 245$a and 
245$b to create the 
Title field



Splitting values

The 246 must be split 
into two or three fields:

- Alternative Title

- First line of verse

- First line of 
chorus



Splitting values

Know your data!



Extract and 
save 
operation 
history

Apply this to 
new data sets 
that need the 
same kind of 
clean up



Identifying clean up in existing 
CONTENTdm collections 

● Text faceting

● Custom text facets

● Identifying duplicates



Invaluable Resources

http://openrefine.org/

http://freeyourmetadata.org/

https://github.com/OpenRefine/OpenRefine/wiki/GREL-Functions

Verborgh, Ruben, and Max De Wilde. Using OpenRefine. Birmingham: 
PACKT Publishing, 2013.

Van Hooland, Seth, and Ruben Verborgh. Linked Data for Libraries, 
Archives, and Museums: How to Clean, Link, and Publish Your Metadata. 
Chicago: Neal-Schuman, 2014.

http://openrefine.org/
http://freeyourmetadata.org/
https://github.com/OpenRefine/OpenRefine/wiki/GREL-Functions



