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2016 - 2017

3500+ computer disks

90% recovery rate

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       



J.M. Coetzee

Photograph by Marsha Miller, 2010

● ca. 1984 - 2011

● Extent and media types: 
○ 96 3.5-inch floppy disks
○ 75 5.25-inch floppy disks
○ 17k+ e-mails
○ 1 compact disc
○ 1 9-track computer reel

● Drafts, notes, correspondence, teaching 
materials, interviews

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Titan (Atlas II prototype)



First Steps...



Photographing media

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       



Data recovery

720KB 
1.44MB

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       



Computing history 

1960s

ca. 1984 - ca. 1999
● IBM PC

● MS-DOS

● 5.25 in. floppy disks

● WordStar 3.0

● Word 5.0

ca. 1996 - 
● 3.5 in. floppy disks

ca. 1998 - 
● Windows OS

ca. 1990 - ca. 1999
● Bondwell 286

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       





Challenges...

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       









                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       





http://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/fasearch/findingAid.cfm?eadid=00717

http://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/fasearch/findingAid.cfm?eadid=00717



**File-level description is NOT sustainable OR necessary for access.**

WHAT IS NECESSARY?

● MPLP/programmatic methods 

● Transparency in capture and preservation

● Context on the creation process and custodial history

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Lessons Learned...







Access

● Future additions
○ Autopsy (keyword searches)
○ ePADD (e-mail)

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Phase II
● Public online access to: 

○ Media photographs
○ DROID file inventory

● Online access to derivatives
(restricted by IP address)

● ePADD
● Emulation as a Service (EaaS)

Phase I 
● On-site only

● Signed use policy

● Copying files not permitted

● Forensic disk images restricted

● HRC laptop

○ Read-only drive

○ Network connections disabled

○ Ports disabled

● Original formats, no derivatives
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