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Human Rights Documentation Initiative, 2008-



Archivo Histórico de la Policía Nacional, 2011-



Latin American Digital Initiatives, 2015-
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Implementing a “standard” digitization 
workflow
• Copy stand or tripod
• DSLR camera
• Adobe Lightroom
• Approx. $2,600 per 

digitization station, plus 
computers & labor

• Modular equipment can 
be updated or adapted –
budget and project needs



Implementing a “standard” digitization 
workflow
• Emphasizes speed over 

extreme image resolution
• Tethered capture 

minimizes opportunities 
for human error in 
filenaming

• CR2 and DNG raw files 
are natural archival 
masters



Workflow models
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Reflections & resources

• Post-custodial partnerships need not be 
international!

• Collaboration is key, especially in identifying 
partner institutions & collections

• What I “produce” as an archivist is not what I 
expected

• Be mindful of the tendency for digitization 
work to be devalued

• British Library EAP: “Remote Capture: Digitising
Documentary Heritage in Challenging 
Locations” 
https://www.openbookpublishers.com/product/747

• Samples of my workflows are available at 
https://davidallynbliss.com

https://www.openbookpublishers.com/product/747
https://davidallynbliss.com/


Itza Carbajal, Latin American Metadata Librarian
LLILAS Benson Latin American Studies and Special Collections



● Valuing the contribution of all partners 

● Collaborative decision making

● Partner and project specific

● Striking a balance between the needs of all



Shift understanding of access 
as being place specific 



● Centering multilingual functionality

● Listening to partner’s needs first

○ Adjusting to also fit our needs

● Providing opportunity for partner’s intellectual contribution

● Addressing disparities between collections





Texas After Violence Project

Jane Field
Project Coordinator



The Texas After Violence Project is a restorative justice and 
multimedia documentary project focused on cultivating deeper 
understandings of the widespread impacts of interpersonal and 
state violence on individuals, families, and communities. Our 
mission is to conduct holistic research and build an archive of 
stories and other records that serve as resources for community 
dialogue and public policy. We hope these resources will help 
prevent future violence and promote restorative, nonviolent 
responses when violence occurs.





Photos by Matthew Gossage



Members of Texas 
Advocates for Justice 

conducting an oral 
history interview as 
part of a project to 

document the impacts 
of long-term 

incarceration.

Houston, 2018



Michoacan’s Libros de Hijuelas
Matthew Butler
Associate Professor, Department of History
UT Austin

















Digital Archives and the Struggle for Land Rights 
and Social Justice in São Paulo’s Atlantic Forest

Edward Shore, Ph.D., The University of Texas at Austin
2017-2018 Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellow



Article 68 in Brazil: Provisions and Impact

• “Aos remanescentes das comunidades 
dos quilombos que estejam ocupando 
suas terras é reconhecida a 
propriedade definitiva, devendo o 
Estado emitir-lhes os títulos.”

• “The definitive property rights are 
recognized for the descendants of 
quilombo communities who are still 
occupying their lands, and the state 
should grant them land titles.”

• 158 rural black communities obtain 
collective land rights benefiting 13,000 
families

• > 3,000 communities still await legal 
recognition and land title from the 
Brazilian government

Quilombola farmer Daiane da Silva Santos plants beans with the help of a saraquá. Quilombo 
Nhungaura. 



Case Study- São Paulo’s Vale do Ribeira

• Located between Curitiba and São Paulo city 

• “São Paulo’s Amazon”

• Preserves > 20% of Atlantic Forest remnants in Brazil

• Home to 88 quilombo communities 

• 1994- Ivaporunduva becomes first quilombo community in Brazil to sue for enforcement of 
Article 68 

Quilombo Ivaporunduva Map: Quilombo Communities of the Vale do Ribeira



“We were threatened. Some of us left São Pedro for (the town) of 
Eldorado and some of us left (the Vale do Ribeira) altogether. But 
thanks to our faith in God, we were able to rise up again, quickly, 

and discovered the courage to take back what was our’s.”

- Aurico Dias, Quilombo São Pedro, 2015



Quilombolas Enlist Allies

• “Traditional Peoples”- rural populations 
that depend on forest ecosystems for 
survival and share a direct stake in their 
preservation

• 1989- 4 hydroelectric dams threaten to 
flood rural black communities residing 
alongside the Ribeira de Iguape River

• 1991- Sister Maria Sueli Berlanga 
establishes EAACONE in Eldorado

• 1990s: Environmental restrictions on 
subsistence farming in the Atlantic Forest 

• 2000s: Instituto Socioambiental (ISA) 
assists quilombolas to reclaim 
subsistence garden plots (roças).



Claims-Making and Historical Memory: Gregório 
Marinho and his Descendants

• 1937- José Silvério da Costa and the “unnamed heirs” of Gregório Marinho, a fugitive slave, 
resist eviction from ancestral farm, Catas Altas, in what is today Quilombo Pedro Cubas

• Descendants of slaves used history, ecology, and the law to challenge territorial 
dispossession decades prior to Article 68 

Gregório Marinho’s 1861 deed to Catas Altas Antônio Benedito Jorge, Quilombo Pedro Cubas, 2016.
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