


From: ???@neo.tamu.edu   

Sent: Tuesday, February 07, 2012 3:54 PM 

To: Thesis Office 

Subject: Question about thesis 

  

Dear Sir or Madam, 

  

I have a question about the thesis, could you help me?  

I am writing a conference paper for my advisor. Is it okay 
that I include paragraphs from the conference paper into 
my thesis? I mean if I copy the paragraphs from the 
conference paper into my thesis, is it okay or will that 
be a problem? 

  

Thank you very much! 

  

Best regards,  

 

Case #1: The Question 

mailto:hyh@neo.tamu.edu


Case #1: Just The Facts 

1. Student and Advisor are joint authors of a paper 

3. © Law sez either author may grant non-exclusive 
permission to another party, as long as no money 
changes hands.  

4. © Law sez both authors must agree to an exclusive 
grant of rights (or copyright transfer). 



0 If authors still own  copyright in paper, student can 
grant himself non-exclusive permission to include 
joint-authored paper in ETD.  

 

0 If authors transferred copyright away,  

student author must secure permission  

from owner to include work in ETD. 

  

 

 

 

What if corresponding 
author alone transfers 

copyright to 
publisher? 



  

Case #1 FYI:  
Copyright transfer agreements 



 

“I am curious to know if anyone else has had a situation 
similar to this one.  
 

We have a student graduating with a D.Min. We submit D.Min 
projects to UMI.  

One part of this student's project was a series of 
informative flyers that include clip art from Microsoft.  

The student feels that the clip art is an integral part of 
the dissertation and cannot be removed. He also thinks 
that agreeing to the UMI traditional publishing agreement 
might violate Microsoft's terms of use because the work 
would then be available for commercial distribution, 
something he believes the Microsoft TOS expressly forbid.  

 
 
Have any of you had a similar situation come up? What 
advice can you offer for navigating this issue?” 

 

-- Posting to ETD-L list on 4/7/2011 
 



Case #2: Just The Facts 

1. Dissertation includes content governed by License 

3. Submitting dissertation to publisher or distributor may 
constitute “commercial redistribution of content”  

4. If student uses licensed content in unauthorized manner 
s/he is legally liable for breach of contract. 



0 Remove licensed content in dissertation before 
sending to another party for commercial distribution 

 

0 Distribute dissertation via non-commercial means, 
e.g. deposit in Institutional Repository 

 

0 Don’t send dissertation to another party for 
commercial distribution 

Don’t like the 
License terms? 



0 Ask the content owner for special permission for one-
time use of the content on your terms 

0 Negotiate a license with better terms 

0 Don’t sign the user agreement (and forfeit use of the 
service/product) 

Don’t like the 
License terms? 

“Free” Web 
services like 

 

“Subscription” 
databases like 

 

Works licensed with 
Creative Commons NC 

 



From: ???@neo.tamu.edu  
Sent: Sunday, September 11, 2011 5:45 PM 
To: <Subject Liaison Librarian> 

Subject: Hi Miss xxx 

  

Hello Miss xxx   

I have a question  

I like to know if the data of a chemical product is a copy write issue? 

I have taken this data from the MSDS of the product supplied with it 
and looking to quote as it is in my article in tabular form.  

Also available 
at http://www.inaqua.de/prod/ion/pdf_en/321_MR450UPW.pdf 

http://www.inaqua.de/prod/ion/pdf_en/321_MR450UPW.pdf




Case #3: Just The Facts 

1. Product fact sheet is a copyrighted work. 

3. If Dow wanted to protect product composition or 
properties, it would do so as ‘trade secrets.’ 

4. By putting product sheet out on open Web, one can safely 
assume that the information it contains is not a ‘trade 
secret’ 



0 Educate student ! 

0 Including publicly-available, factual data in an ETD does not 
trigger any IP issues 

0 Facts alone are not eligible for copyright protection 

0 Sharing information about a trademarked project does not cause 
brand confusion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Questions? 
Comments? 


