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Access is not a new concern.

I want a poor student to have the same means of indulging his learned curiosity, of following 
his rational pursuits, of consulting the same authorities, of fathoming the most intricate 
inquiry as the richest man in the kingdom, as far as books go…

- Anthony Panizzi, Principal Librarian of the British Library, 1856-66    



Open Access literature is digital, online, free of charge, and free of most copyright 
and licensing restrictions. 

What makes it possible is the internet and the consent of the author or copyright-holder.

-Peter Suber. “ A Very Brief Introduction to Open Access.” 2004 http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm


The Texas Digital Library is a

consortium of libraries 

that works together to support 

greater access to the riches of 

Texas academic institutions. 



More Open Access definitions

Green Open Access = self-archiving of research 
in an Open Access repository 

Gold Open Access = publishing in Open Access 
journals



Taking the Gold Road

• Lets the author(s) retain 
copyright

• Uses a funding model that 
does not charge readers for 
access (i.e. no subscriptions)

An Open Access journal is one that….



Open Access journals
Some examples…



Internet

Technology

ScholComm

Crisis

Between 1986-2007, 
journal expenditures 
increased by 340%. 

Online is cheaper and 
faster than print.

Research libraries buy fewer journals 
(and books too).

Research doesn’t get disseminated as 
quickly it could.

The old system needs changing.

$$



“…Academic publishers have inverted their whole purpose for being; they used 
to be vehicles for the dissemination of knowledge in the most efficient way 

possible. 

Today they are useless choke points in the distribution of knowledge…”

- Peter Ludlow. “Aaron Schwarz Was Right” Chronicle Review. February 25, 2013
http://chronicle.com/article/Aaron-Swartz-Was-Right/137425. 

http://chronicle.com/article/Aaron-Swartz-Was-Right/137425


Scholarly Publishing at TDL
Platforms for Open Access Publishing by faculty

• End users are faculty and researchers

• TDL technical support available directly to faculty

• TDL works through and with local librarians to promote and support



Open Journal Systems

◦ More than 6,500 installations worldwide

◦ Assists with every stage of the refereed publishing process

Publication 
(& online 

indexing of 
content)

Editing
Peer 

Review
Submission



Open Journal Systems



Online submission 
of manuscripts

5-step process for submission



Open Journal Systems

Editorial workflow management
• Peer review
• Copyediting
• Proofreading
• Support for indexing with CrossRef

and others



Key features of OJS

- OJS facilitates peer review

- OJS helps content get found

- OJS helps track usage

- OJS accommodates multiple OA models



TDL’s online journal service

TDL RESPONSIBILITIES

• Hosted OJS installation

• Maintenance, upgrades, 
trouble-shooting

• Helpdesk 

• Training

USER RESPONSIBILITIES

•Editorial policy-making and oversight

•Notification of major changes 

•Registration of journal with external 
indexers (CrossRef, e.g.) 

•Maintenance of an Open Access policy



Open Journal Systems at TDL
Economic Advantages

◦ No printing and mailing costs.

◦ Costs associated with OA journals = peer review, manuscript prep, and 
hosting. 

Quality Advantage
◦ Improves administration and record-keeping

◦ Enables collaboration regardless of physical location

◦ Editors can spend time with the content instead of managing the journal

◦ Immediate full-text indexing with Google, Google Scholar, Yahoo, etc.

TDL takes on the cost of 
hosting and provides 
tools for reducing costs 
of peer review and 
manuscript prep.



Open Conference Systems
Online conference 
management and publishing 
software



WordPress
Hosted websites and blogs



Support services

Helpdesk

• First line support for 
librarians and faculty 
users

• Available by phone, 
email, and web form

Systems 
Administration

• Installation

• Upgrades

• Maintenance

• Configuration

Training

• In person and/or on-
demand training on 
all technology 
services

• Training on special 
topics (e.g. 
Copyright, Metadata)



Vireo

Student 
Submission 

of ETDs

Workflow 
management 

for admins 

Publication 

to institutional 
repository

Managing the life cycle of  Electronic Theses and Dissertations 

(ETDs)



Data Management

Data Management Working Group (late fall 2013) 

Existing Resources:
• DSpace

• Texas Advanced Computing Center

• DuraCloud



Reality Check:  Promotion & Tenure

Quality Concerns



So why publish OA?
– Scam journals exist, but highly respected OA journals exist, too. 

– You make it better! 

– You may (or may not) increase your citations. 

– It’s happening.



Open Access Policies
2008 – NIH Public Access Policy requiring recipients of NIH 
funding to make all resulting peer-review journal articles 
publicly accessible within 1 year.

2011 - NSF Data Management Planning Mandate

2013 - White House Policy Directive: mandates public access to 
the products of funded research

SHARE – higher ed proposal (ARL, AAU, and APLU)
CHORUS – publisher group proposal



The development of open access publishing 1993–2009.

Laakso M, Welling P, Bukvova H, Nyman L, et al. (2011) The Development of Open Access Journal Publishing from 1993 to 2009. PLoS ONE 6(6): e20961. doi:10.1371/journal.pone.0020961
http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0020961

Open Access 
publishing is 
growing

http://www.plosone.org/article/info:doi/10.1371/journal.pone.0020961


Contact Us
Questions about online publishing services? Email us at: info@tdl.org
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