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Who we are

The Texas Digital Library is a 

consortium of libraries that works 

together to support greater 

access to the riches of Texas 
academic institutions.



Access is not a new concern.

I want a poor student to have the same means of indulging his learned curiosity, of following 
his rational pursuits, of consulting the same authorities, of fathoming the most intricate 
inquiry as the richest man in the kingdom, as far as books go…

- Anthony Panizzi, Principal Librarian of the British Library, 1856-66    



Open Access literature is digital, online, free of charge, and free of most copyright 
and licensing restrictions. 

What makes it possible is the internet and the consent of the author or copyright-
holder.

-Peter Suber. “ A Very Brief Introduction to Open Access.” 2004

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm

http://www.earlham.edu/~peters/fos/overview.htm


Two paths, one destination

Gold Open Access

Publishing in Open Access 
journals

Green Open Access 

Self-archiving of research in an 
Open Access repository 

Who makes it happen?
Authors (and libraries)

Who makes it happen? 
Publishers



Taking the Gold Road

• Does not charge readers for 
access (i.e. no subscriptions)

• Lets the author(s) retain 
copyright

• Varying business models

An Open Access journal is one that….



Some Gold OA examples



A Green OA Journal Article is made openly available in a location other than the official publication of record, such 
as an institutional repository, a subject or disciplinary repository, or the author's personal website. 

Green Open Access

Definition from Open Access @ UNT: https://openaccess.unt.edu



Some Green OA examples



Myth #1: Access is not a problem





•A new version of the 
Open Access button 
released during Open 
Access Week! (October 
21)

• Go get it at 
openaccessbutton.org



Dr. Erin McKiernan



Myth #2 
Open Access articles 
are not peer reviewed.

Cann, AJ. (2008) Peer Review. https://www.flickr.com/photos/ajc1/6735929719/ CC BY-SA 2.0

OA journals are of 
lower quality than 
traditional journals. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ajc1/6735929719/


Many OA journals have 
Impact Factors



PREDATORY OA 
JOURNALS?

http://scholarlyoa.com/publishers/

http://scholarlyoa.com/publishers/


“Open access is not more prone to abuse than other types of publishing…”

-Kevin Smith, Duke University Libraries



Improving OA journal quality

◦ More than 6,500 installations worldwide

◦ Assists with every stage of the refereed publishing process

Publication 
(& online 

indexing of 
content)

Editing
Peer 

Review
Submission

Open Journal Systems (OJS)



Myth #3 You lose/maintain copyright

As an author and copyright holder, if 
you wish to clearly instruct readers 
about what you authorize them to 
do with your content, you can 
attach a creative commons license.

http://www.creativecommons.org/


Distinguish Yourself with



Get Cited with 

When the object gets cited 

by others, even if is moved 

to a new location, the 

citation reference will 

always work, as long as the 

metadata is updated.



Myth #4 Publishing Theses & Dissertations OA 
makes it impossible to publish later 

117 Institutions world-wide have an OA 
mandate for theses publication.

ROARMAP: Registry of Open Access Repositories Mandatory Archiving 
Policies



Online
Publication of theses 
and dissertations



“An increasing number of university 
presses are reluctant to offer a 

publishing contract to newly minted 
PhDs whose dissertations have been 
freely available via online sources.”

American Historical Association, July 2013

But the evidence for this is inconclusive.



“…ETDs are not considered prior publications by [a majority of] 
journal editors or university press directors in the social sciences, 

arts, or humanities…”

“…Publishers recognize that a book or journal article must be 
adapted to a new audience and conform to peer review, so the final 

work will be different in many ways from the original ETD….”

From July 2013 C&RL “Do Open Access Electronic Theses and Dissertations Diminish Publishing Opportunities in the Social Science and Humanities?” 
by Ramirez, et al.



Thesis & dissertation publishing with Vireo
Vireo: TDL-developed software for 
submitting and publishing theses 
and dissertations

• Flexible embargoes

• Local institutional control

• Student maintains 

copyright



Embargoes at Baylor

http://researchguides.baylor.edu/etdembargo

http://researchguides.baylor.edu/etdembargo


Myth #5 OA threatens 
academic freedom



So why should I care about Open Access?
 Because access to scholarship and research should not be only for the 
privileged few.

 Because you may increase your citations, and you definitely make your 
work more visible.

 Because scam journals exist, but highly respected OA journals exist, too. 

 Because greater participation means higher quality.

Because Open Access is happening….



Open 
Access 
Publishing 
is growing
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US Open Access Policy

2013 - White House Policy Directive: mandates 
public access to the products of funded research

SHared Access Research Ecosystem 



Institutional Policies
Harvard

University of North Texas 

Trinity University

Texas A&M Open Access fund

http://roarmap.eprints.org



Collective Action

SCOAP3

First-books subventions 
Shared Access Research 

Ecosystem



What can you do?

Don’t be afraid, be informed.

Participate in new scholarly publishing models (ORCid, EZid)
 Help communicate the “access problem” – get the OA Button!
 Know your rights as an author.
 Make your own work Open Access – Green or Gold



Contact Us
Questions about Open Access or the Texas Digital Library? Email us at: info@tdl.org

Debra Hanken Kurtz

Executive Director, Texas Digital Library

d.kurtz@austin.utexas.edu

512-495-4358

Kristi Park

Marketing Manager, Texas Digital Library

kristi.park@austin.utexas.edu

512-495-4417
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