


• Play an important role in preserving 
the documentary heritage of a 
region or groups of individuals

• Represent grassroot activities led by 
volunteers (Caswell et al., 2016)

• Contribute to shaping community 
identity and resilience (Beel et al., 2017)

• Demonstrate mixed and complex 
acquisition and curation practices 
(Zavala et al., 2017)



Sustainability Risks

• Organization and funding

• Difficulty to sustain volunteer efforts 
beyond the lifespan of founders

• Limited budget (Newman, 2011)

• Archival and digitization practices

• Scan and return post-custodial practice 
(Becerra-Licha, 2017; Shein, C., & Lapworth)

• Digital preservation 

• Collaboration and community engagement 
as important factors in sustainability of 
community archives

“Ruined smelter at Dudley” Park County Local History Digital Archive, 
https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/410

https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/410


“Community histories and archive initiatives can play an important role in 
reconnecting or rooting communities which have gone through dramatic and perhaps 

traumatic change, whether due to industrial decline and the end of traditional 
occupations such as mining, dock working and metal working, or the experience of 

migration and diasporic living, or other cultural, demographic and generational shifts 
within an area” (Flinn, 2007, p. 159).

“Group photograph at Shawnee Depot in front of a train,” Park County Local History Digital Archive, https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/866.

https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/866


“Placer Mines operations near Alma”

Park County Local History Digital Archive https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/71

https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/71


“Two trains passing each other on Boreas Pass around 1920”
Park County Local History Digital Archive, https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/337

https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/337


• Population of Park County: 16,207

• Elevation: 9,953 feet (3,034 m)

• Largest town: Fairplay – 610 people



• A large and vibrant community archive

• Established by a group of volunteers in 2001 

• Collected a variety of primary resource materials

• 4,000 photographs

• 60 oral histories

• Manuscripts, newspapers, maps, and records

• Maintained a 
website: http://www.parkcoarchives.org

• Published books on the history of Park County

• Currently maintained by the Park County 
Department of Heritage and Tourism

http://www.parkcoarchives.org


Partners:

• The Park County Local History Archive

• The Park County Department of 
Heritage and Tourism

• The Library and Information Science 
(LIS) program at the University of 
Denver

• Community advisory group

• Colorado State Library

“Bailey community members talking in front of the Bailey School and Kiowa Lodge in 1917,” Park County Local 
History Digital Archive, https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/111.

https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/111


• Photographs

• Selecting original photographs and rescanning them

• Oral histories



Basic Dublin Core metadata schema with Omeka





Jack train on its way to a mine in front of 
businesses at Alma, 1880.
Unpublished anonymous photograph created 
before 1901. The rights statement selected for this 
image is: No Copyright - United States.

In Copyright;
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC/1.0/

This item is in copyright and permission must be
obtained from the rights-holder. Please contact
the Publisher of Digital for more information.

In Copyright - Educational Use Permitted;
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC-EDU/1.0/

This item is in copyright but can be used for educational purposes. Please 
contact the Publisher of Digital for more information for any use not 
qualifying as educational use.

In Copyright - Rights-Holder(s) Unlocatable or Unidentifiable;
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/InC-RUU/1.0/

This item is in copyright but, after reasonable investigation, the Holding 
Institution or Publisher of Digital has not been able to locate 
the copyright holder.

No Copyright - United States;
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NoC-US/1.0/

Copyright Not Evaluated;
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/CNE/1.0/

This item’s copyright status is unknown but it may be used under Fair Use 
guidelines. For all other use, due diligence must be done to 
contact potential rights holders.

Copyright Undetermined;
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/UND/1.0/

This item’s copyright status is unknown. The Publisher of Digital is missing key 
facts essential to making a decision on its copyright status.

No Known Copyright;
http://rightsstatements.org/vocab/NKC/1.0/

This item may be in the public domain, and if so, its use is not restricted. The 
Publisher of Digital believe the item is no longer under copyright but due 
diligence must be done to contact potential rights holders.

“Jack train on its way to a mine in front of businesses at Alma, 1880,” Park County Local History Digital Archive, https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/258

https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/258




PCLHA URL: https://pclha.cvlcollections.org

https://pclha.cvlcollections.org












• Commitment of the local county 
government to maintain the archive

• Continued collaboration with the Colorado 
State Library and the University of Denver 
LIS program

• New donations
• Post-custodial practice and digitization

• Archive recovery project

• Gain access to the materials in the 
community to rescan them

• Community outreach program

• Continue building relationships with 
community members

“Portrait of a woman” Park County Local History Digital Archive, 
https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/1581

https://pclha.cvlcollections.org/items/show/1581
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