
○ Institutional Commitments to 
Open Access in US Land Grants

Sarah Potvin
Wendi Arant Kaspar
Texas A&M University Libraries

We acknowledge that Texas A&M University (College Station) is situated on the land of multiple Native nations, past and present. These original 
homelands are the territory of Indigenous peoples who were largely dispossessed and removed. We specifically acknowledge the traditional stewardship 
of this land by the Tonkawa, Tawakoni, Hueco, Sana, Wichita, and Coahuiltecan peoples. We pledge to support and advocate for the histories, cultures, 
languages, and territorial rights of historic Indigenous peoples of Texas and the Indigenous people that live here now. This statement affirms continuous 
Indigenous presence and rights, acknowledges the ongoing effects of settler colonization, and supports Indigenous struggles for political, legal, and 
cultural sovereignty. -Indigenous Studies Working Group, Texas A&M University, Summer 2020



Assumption of Alignment of Land Grant 
Mission with Open Access Values
Land Grant
● Access to education
● Emphasis on agriculture & 

mechanical “arts”
● Extension

○ Community benefit
○ Practical application

● Equity
● Public mission

Open Access Values
● Access

○ “information is free”
● Dissemination

○ Share knowledge
● Remove economic barriers
● Benefit society

○ In scholarship and practice



Establishment & Purpose of Land Grants, 1
1862 Land grants (58 “original” institutions) - Morrill Act of 1862

● “gave states public lands [to] be sold or used for profit and the 
proceeds used to establish at least one college...that would 
teach agriculture and the mechanical arts.”

1890 Land grants (19 historically black universities) - Morrill Act of 
1890 

● “In addition to appropriating funding, [it] also forbade racial 
discrimination in admissions ... A state could escape this 
provision, however, if separate institutions were maintained 
and the funds divided in a "just," but not necessarily equal, 
manner.”



Establishment & Purpose of Land Grants, 2
1994 Land grants (35 tribal colleges and universities) - Equity in 
Educational Land-Grant Status Act of 1994

● “Conferred land grant status on 29 colleges [and] a $23 
million endowment... The colleges would receive interest 
payments from the endowment each year. Also authorized 
were funds for the colleges' education and extension 
programs in agricultural and natural resources.”

National Research Council. "History and overview of the land grant college system." Colleges of Agriculture at 
the Land Grant Universities: A Profile (1995). https://www.nap.edu/read/4980/chapter/1..

https://www.nap.edu/read/4980/chapter/1


Institutional Open Access Policies
“... funding agencies and universities are discovering their own interests 
in fostering OA. These nonprofit institutions make it their mission to 
advance research and to make that research as useful and widely 
available as possible. … institutions are in an unparalleled position to 
influence author decisions. Today, more than fifty funding agencies and 
more than one hundred universities have adopted strong OA policies. 
Each one depends on the primacy of author decisions. One kind of 
policy, better than nothing, requests or encourages OA. A stronger kind 
of policy requires OA or makes it the default for new work.”

-Peter Suber, Open Access (MIT Press, 2012). 



Identifying Open Access
Sources

● MIT
● SPARC/COAPI
● ROARMAP
● Institutional websites

Criteria

● Policies, Mandates or Resolutions
● Adopted at the institutional level 



13 of 112?!



There were an additional 4 institutions with resolutions 
(Cornell, New Hampshire, Arkansas, and Iowa State)

The 17 land grant institutions identified (with policies and 
resolutions)
● All Carnegie R1 or R2
● In the top quintile for R&D expenditures
● In the top quintile for Leiden Ranking



Conclusion: Disproved the hypothesis of a direct correlation 
between land-grant status and OA policy adoption.  

Overall Finding: Only 11% of all Land Grants or 22% of 1862 
land grants had IOAPs

Findings



What about IOAPs at the 1890 and 1994 land 
grants?
● There were no 1890 (HBCU) institutions
● There were no 1994 (TCU) institutions

Which leads to other questions.

We welcome yours.

Where are the missing land grants?


