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The digital library

is the library.

Users

+ Tools

+ Services

= Libraries





“The way to ensure tools and services reflect 

these principles is for librarians and archivists to 

deeply engage in the design, implementation, 

and administration of these systems.”





How do we provide adequate 
digital tools and expertise 
that align with the values of 
our community with few 
resources?



The Texas Digital Library  
builds capacity for 
preserving, managing, 
and providing access to 
unique digital collections 
of enduring value. 



Thinking globally, acting regionally, benefitting locally 

Local Institutions

Regional Collaborative Global Community



Shared infrastructure, collectively managed



Case studies for collaboration
Texas Data Repository and Digital Preservation Services



Collaborations allow us to do more with 
less. (Duh)
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Charge: Pilot test, assess, and launch a 

consortial repository for research data 

archiving and management.
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Don’t forget
the local and 
unique.

Nativi, Sarah. “The fact that one of the girls I assist for came to princess day as a hotdog 
made my week” May 10, 2016. Tweet.



Texas Digital Library
● Technology Hosting
● Training
● Coordination & Governance

Member Libraries
● Data Curation Support
● Campus Outreach
● Active Management of Institutional “dataverse”

Researchers
● Deposit and publish data
● Share data with research group





Some problems require collective 
solutions

See "Preservation, Digital"  
 





(1) Academic Preservation Trust 
(University of Virginia)

(2) DuraCloud Vault (UC San Diego)
(3) Texas Preservation Node
(4) HathiTrust (University of Michigan)





Don’t let perfect be the enemy 
of good. Also see "Preservation, Digital "



Digital Preservation at TDL, 
a ghost story

But then... 

● DPN forms and begins 
development -  2012

● DuraCloud@TDL launches 
with AWS storage only -  
2015

● TDL joins Chronopolis 2017
● First DPN ingests 2017

From Ghostbusters. Full citation in alt-text.

RIP: development of “Texas 
Preservation Network” 2008-10



Don’t let "good" be good 
enough.



Digital Preservation requires resource sharing



Claude and ZerNona Black Papers
Preserving the history of the African American community in San 
Antonio and its place in the national civil rights movement. 



“The real difference between humans and all other 

animals is not on the individual level; it's on the collective 

level…What enables us alone, of all the animals, to 

cooperate in such a way? The answer is our imagination.“


